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Introduction
Prague has been greatly over
the last decade and keeps on
reaching new heights in a wide
range of areas and fields. From
mobility, climate action, culture
to infrastructure and energetics
projects, 2021 can surely be
described as another successful
year for the mayor of Prague
Zdeněk Hřib. Zdeněk Hřib has
been the Mayor of Prague since
2018. He focuses on
sustainability, smart city
solutions, data-driven city
management, transparency and
human rights advocacy.

In 2019, together with Budapest,
Bratislava and Warsaw, city of
Prague founded the Pact of Free
Cities in order to defend
freedom and democracy and
tackle anti-liberal tendencies,
inequalities, populism,
xenophobia and climate change
denial. Furthermore, under the
mayorship of Mr Hřib, the City
adopted the Climate Plan for
Prague: a set of specific
measures for reducing CO2
emissions by 45% by 2030
compared to 2010 and to reach
climate neutrality by 2050.
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Here are just some of the highlights by Mayors of Europe regarding
mayor Hřib’s notable accomplishments in 2021.

Smart city solutions For Prague
Despite limitations linked with
the COVID-19 pandemic, Prague
continued with smart city
solutions, new technologies and
overall improvement of the
quality of life in 2021. That is
why the city achieved a great
39th place out of 174 evaluated
cities within the CIMI Index 2020
evaluation, meaning the position
from the previous year got
improved by 8 ranks.
Furthermore, Prague kept 1st
place among top 5 Central and
Eastern Europe capitals,
followed by Warszaw, Tallinn,
Bratislava and Vilnius.
Mayor Zdeněk Hřib stated on
this matter: „New technologies
implementation and so-called
Smart solutions which lead to
better city management, cost
savings and life improvement in
Prague are undoubtedly one of
our key priorities. For that
matter, we use the city data
platform Golemio which collects
all anonymized data about the
city operation. At the web page
pragozor.cz a selection of this
information from various fields
of life in our city is available to
the general public”.

In 2021, Prague approved an
action plan for the further smart
development. Smart Prague
2030 provides a comprehensive
overview of the planned projects
in the Smart City field, which will
be implemented by different city
organizations and the capital
city of Prague itself by 2030.
This year, for the third time in a
row, Czech capital hosted
Prague City Data Congress, an
event organized by municipal
company Operátor ICT which is
responsible for Smart City
solutions. The aim of the
congress was to showcase
studies and drive networking in
the fields of data, urban
planning and municipal
coordination. 2021 edition
focused on accessible design,
data visualizations and databased storytelling.
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Reviving businesses and tourism after
lockdown:
After the start of the pandemic,
millions of people across the
globe found themselves in
difficult life situations. Prague
was no exception.
In 2021, a new platform called
DoToho! (engl. Go on!) was
established in Czech Republic.
Its mission is to revive the
businesses of SMEs with the
help of entrepreneurs,
managers and other domestic
experts.
Mayor of Prague Zdeněk Hřib is
one of the sponsors of DoToho!
platform, which is part of the
Prague innovation strategy. It
responds to the need of
supporting entrepreneurs
during the COVID crisis and the
need to use this crisis to
strengthen qualitative changes
in how the companies function.
“Many Prague entrepreneurs
almost overnight fell among the
groups hardest hit by the COVID
pandemic’s fatal effects. When I
walk through the city centre, I
am offered a sad view of closed
places without customers. I
believe that selfless professional
help for entrepreneurs within
the DoToho! initiative will help
businesses to cope with the
situation and start their
operations again,” mayor Hřib
said.

Companies with a turnover of
CZK 3 million to 300 million and
at least three employees could
apply for free mentoring help
and consultations. It is not
intended just for the companies
affected by the Covid pandemic,
but for all those that are
currently struggling.
The program is free of charge
thanks to the support from
Prague City Hall, the EU-funded
Prague Smart Accelerator
project, and companies such as
Google, Pražská energetika, TMobile, and Pražská
plynárenská.
The project is based on
consulting services from
professionals and on basic
procedures commonly used in
the development of startups.

The signed-up companies got
two months of free mentoring to
help them find specific business
goals or new business
directions. After receiving
development recommendations,
the companies have access to
dozens of experts who they are
able to address with specific
requests for consultations.
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Coronavirus pandemic has
halted a large number of
business activities, and as a
result, entrepreneurs felt quite
insecure. With DoToho!
platform, Prague is showing that
they are not being forgotten and
this is one of the ways the city is
helping companies to revitalize
their business.
It’s not just companies who were
hit hard during the lockdowns. It
affected a lot Prague’s citizens
who were locked inside their
houses and apartments for a
very long time. Therefore, when
the warmer weather started in
the city, mayor of Prague has
launched a handy online guide
to 20 parks and other little-seen
locations around the city that
are safe to tour during the
health measures.

Under the banner of Safely
around Prague, the city’s guide
to safe locations was divided
into two areas featuring parks
and nature spots around the
city, and some of the quieter
areas within the city’s streets.

In another year marked by the
coronavirus pandemic, Prague
also made headlines after it
decided to allow non publiclyinsured Individuals and
foreigners to get the Covid-19
vaccine. Mayor Hřib was
supportive of the decision and
pointed out the importance of
providing access to the vaccine
for as many people as possible
in order to be able to combat
the crisis.

Prague’s infrastructure projects in
2021
As in many coutries during the
pandemic, bicycles became a
very popular mean of transport:
cycling rose for 38%, and the
city supported that growth with
new routes and technical
improvements for cyclists and
also with making cycling safer
and more attractive for
everyone.

he Technical Road
Administration (TSK) budget had
CZK 122 million reserved for
cycling infrastructure for 2021
for seven kilometers of new
cycle paths. In addition, CZK 247
million in subsidies for 31
projects were approved by city
districts. During 2021, the city
worked on completing 17
projects and creating almost 14
kilometres of new trails.
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During working days cyclists are
numerous and the city increases
their safety by taking traffic
measures on the streets and
building protected cycle paths.
Also, this year saw the city of
Prague launching a pilot project
for all those who possess
Lítačka transport pass, allowing
them to use shared bikes for 15minute time periods up to four
times a day.
Mayor Hřib said: “The
connection of shared bicycles
with a public transport pass
works in many foreign cities, so I
see no reason why we cannot
offer this Lítačka bonus to
Praguers too. Bicycles are a
useful addition to the city’s
transport system, especially for
medium- and short-distance
journeys.”
Another important
infrastructure project happened
in May when Prague Mayor
Zdeněk Hřib signed a
memorandum on preparing the
construction of the railway link
from the Veleslavín metro stop
to Václav Havel Airport in the
Czech capital.
“We are taking another step
toward a modern, fast and
ecological connection, which will
also help significantly alleviate
congested car traffic in the city.

Our goal is to speed up the
preparation of the yearsplanned construction of a
capacity railway line to Václav
Havel Airport and Kladno as
much as possible. That is why I
welcome this cooperation
agreement with the Railway
Administration,” mayor Hřib
stated.
In February, Prague approved a
proposal to build over 750
electric vehicle charging stations
over the next four years. The
charging stations were set to be
strategically positioned across
the city, with several thousand
more charging stations to be
constructed over the next five
years. it is anticipated that by
the year 2030, there will be over
200,000 electric vehicles in
Prague accounting for 30
percent of total cars within the
city.
The Mayor of Prague felt that
this effort would help the city
catch up to other modern
European metropolises in terms
of e-mobility.
“As part of the analysis of the
environment, technical solutions
and trends in the field of public
charging for General, Prague
was inspired, among other
things, by experience from other
European capitals with a
comparable population.
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In Vienna, Hamburg, or
Rotterdam, electromobility is
already in a much more
advanced stage of development,
so Prague is happy to learn from
them,” the mayor stated.
Furthermore, Prague City
Council has formally approved
the construction of metro line D
between Pankrác and Nové
Dvory, which is expected to take
eight years to complete.
Metro D will connect the city
centre to areas in Prague's
south end that have limited
public transportation options
and will use driverless trains.
“The construction of the new
metro line D is one of the
largest transport projects that
will affect the lives of the capital
and its inhabitants in the
coming decades. Hundreds of
thousands of people pass
through the Prague metro and
its stations every day, so it is
important for us that Prague
residents feel comfortable when
travelling on the new line,”
mayor Hřib said.

2021 also marked the
announcement of Vltava
Philharmonic Hall plans, which is
set to be the biggest cultural
Infrastructure project in Prague
in the last 40 years. Located on
the banks of Vltava river, it will
feature a total of three
auditoriums: the main concert
hall for about 1,800 persons, a
smaller hall for chamber music
with a capacity of 700 seats and
a multifunctional hall for other
genres and events with a
capacity of up to 500 seats.
Prague mayor stated: ”I trust
that both Prague and the Czech
Republic can look forward to a
new and unique modern
building thanks to this
architectural competition, where
we’ll see the very best of world
architecture. Thanks to the high
interest of Czech and
international architects, we are
expecting timeless designs that
will raise the already rich
architecture of Prague one level
higher.”

Fighting the climate change in Prague
This year, among other things, one of the world's biggest topics is
climate change. The forecasts are not very attractive and the threat
needs to be addressed globally.
That is the reason why the Cities Race to Zero initiative was created
with a goal to reduce the amount of emissions of individual member
cities by half.
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Prague also joined the initiative.
Their commitment is clear: the
emissions must be cut in half by
2030. Cities are the largest
emitters of greenhouse gases
and cutting them for 50%, global
warming target below 1,5
degrees Celsius will be achieved.
In the spring of 2021, Prague
City Council approved the 2030
Climate Plan of the City of
Prague, which is supposed to
significantly help in this effort.
720 cities around the world
have the same goal and they
also joined the initiative.
Prague representatives also
attended the UN Conference
(COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland,
where the fight against the
climate change was discussed.
The aim of joining COP26 was to
find like-minded partners among
other participating cities, so they
can be of mutual inspiration.
This is another essential step in
the implementation of the
Climate Plan, of which some
projects are already being
implemented.
Prague also started with the
construction of the Prague solar
power plant by installing solar
panels on Prague roofs. In the
future, it should serve as the
basic platform of urban
community energy resources.
Prague has been committed to
sustainability for a long time and
actively connects the individual
sustainable plans of the city.

Following the above-mentioned
Climate Plan, including circular
economy projects, the Circular
Prague 2030 Strategy was also
created. Prague shared it until
November 16, 2021 with the
public, who could express their
comments. The strategy comes
in a total of seven thematic
objectives with proposals for 73
actions and 34 specific projects.
It focuses on construction,
waste management, water
management, agriculture and
food production.
Another great way for climate
change fight is planting more
greenery in the city. In 2019,
Prague set a goal of planting a
million new trees on its territory
within eight years. For now, they
have already planted 407,963
new trees which can be found in
emerging forest parks, city
parks, orchards, and in the
streets of the city.
In 2021, 126,657 new trees got
planted.
Mayor of Prague Zdeněk Hřib
said: “Every tree in our city is
very valuable when facing
climate challenges. The new
trees in the city are an
investment for the future. I am
pleased that we are able to
plant and protect city trees not
only in the outskirts but also in
the centre.
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People can monitor the number
of trees planted in Prague on
the zastromujprahu.cz website,
where we regularly publish their
number and plans for the
upcoming months. Volunteers
can also actively participate in
planting activities and register
for one of the planting events”.

Therefore, Prague is one of the
greenest cities in Europe.
According to the HUGSI index
for 2020 (urban vegetation
mapping), Prague’s share of
parks, forests, and other
greenery is the 13th largest
among cities in the world and
ninth in Europe.
The index shows that there are
179.8 square meters of green
space for every Prague
inhabitant. Grass and tree areas
make up 56 percent of the city’s
area, with 28 percent covered
by trees, 27 percent by grass,
and 1 percent by water. The
overall health of the vegetation
was at 0.74 on a scale of zero to
one.
Greening the capital is Prague’s
priority. Greenery cools the city,
retains water and also
contributes to the city’s carbon
neutrality. The city also devotes
great efforts to the maintenance
and revitalization of large parks.
Over the last 20 years, the area
of public greenery has increased
by more than 300 hectares,

which Prague City Hall describes
as a unique increase among
European cities. Another 35
hectares of new green space is
currently being developed.
Another outstanding thing the
mayor has made for ecology and
sustainability is turning the main
Prague’s Christmas tree into
furniture for a retirement home.
The mayor itself delivered
benches and flower beds to
senior citizens in Prague 10’s
Malešice neighborhood. The
furniture for the senior home
was created by students from
the Jarov Secondary Vocational
School who were studying
gardening and carpentry. They
created four mobile flower beds
and two benches for the senior
home. The new furniture is a
symbol of the city’s recycling
and sustainability efforts.
Mayor Hřib said: “The new
wooden benches and flower
beds for the Home for the
Elderly in Malešice have an
extraordinary story behind
them. They originated from the
Prague Christmas tree. Because
we support ecology in Prague,
we want things to return to
circulation and find further use.
In this case, this happened in a
completely exemplary manner.”

Mayors of Europe Report 9

December2021

Mayors of Europe Report

Conclusion
The role of the mayor is crucial when talking about urban
development, social transformation, innovations, technology and
providing an overall great quality of life for all the citizens.
Mayor’s everyday decisions completely affect and impact the
community. That is why everyone’s voice should be heard.
Zdeněk Hřib is a prime example of the mayor who works hard to
make everyone’s life better and listens his citizens’ needs and
proposals. From infrastructure to smart city solutions: Prague keeps
everything in mind and continues working for the wellbeing of its’
citizens.
Mayors of Europe is very excited to keep following mayor Hřib on his
journey. With his hard-work and clear vision, we are sure that
Prague will continue on developing itself in all the spheres.
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