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Introduction
ICT maturity, economy, social
development, environmental
progress, but also work-life
balance, job security, great
healthcare and childcare: these
are just some of the first
characteristics that come to
mind when thinking about the
capital of Sweden, Stockholm. 
Therefore, it is no wonder that
Stockholm is always positioned
at the very top when talking
about the overall best cities to
live in.

Anna König Jerlmyr is one of
Europe’s most active mayors 

committed to a whole range of
issues. Brave and with a clear
vision, mayor König Jerlmyr is
making sure the city continues
to grow, both by learning from
others and by pursuing city’s
own goals. Furthermore, mayor
of Stockholm is particularly
dedicated to empowering
women and ensuring that voices
of all city’s residents are heard.

Mayor König Jerlmyr is also
known for the fact that she is
very active in the Women in
Tech movement,

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/interviews/mayor-of-stockholm-we-want-to-be-the-impact-capital-of-the-world/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/interviews/mayor-of-stockholm-we-want-to-be-the-impact-capital-of-the-world/
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a non-profit organization
supported by more than 20
high-profiled companies, who
work together to break new
ground and set the scene for a
new way of working with
diversity and inclusion.
Stockholm is one of the most
successful metropolitan areas in
Europe thanks to mayor König
Jerlmyr’s 

Here are just some of the highlights by Mayors of Europe regarding
mayor König Jerlmyr’s most notable accomplishments in 2021.

commitment to sustainability
and the city’s attractiveness to
talent and investment. 
It is also home to some of
Europe’s fastest-growing start-
ups and it has the world’s most
unicorns per capita after Silicon
Valley.

Stockholm remains one of the gender
equality leaders

Gender equality is one of the
cornerstones of Swedish society
and it is nowhere more evident
than in Stockholm. Women and
men should have equal power
to shape society and their own
lives – that is why Stockholm is
often considered world’s gender
equality role model. 
Mayor of Stockholm is also
carefully observing the gender
gap in tech system: her goal is
to have 50 percent of
Stockholm's tech start-ups to be
founded by women within the
next decade. To achieve this
goal, mayor König Jerlmyr is
working with investors to get
more capital behind female tech
entrepreneurs, but she also
supports school programmes
which encourage girls to pursue
studies in tech. 

Ms König Jerlmyr is also a true
champion of feminist urbanism,
a movement based on the idea
that public spaces which draw
women and children are a safe
place for all. If public spaces are
safe for women and children,
they are safe for everyone. Main
things to achieve this are
ensuring good lighting, keeping
them clean and pleasant with
variety of possible activities and
with different functions.
“Including women in urban
planning really is a benefit for
everyone”, stated mayor of
Stockholm.

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/interviews/mayor-of-stockholm-we-want-to-be-the-impact-capital-of-the-world/
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Stockholm is one of the world’s climate
change leaders 

Climate change is an issue that
concerns everyone and the
whole world is working hard to
fight it successfully. 
Recently, mayor of Stockholm
Anna König Jerlmyr said that the
Swedish capital, alongside other
cities in Sweden, is the leader in
the field of combating climate
change. She stressed that
Stockholm has taken concrete
steps towards becoming
climate-neutral by 2030 and
being one of the 100 leading
European cities in the climate
transition.

In mayors’ words, to achieve the
goals and accelerate the
transition, each city has
established a climate contract.
She signed Stockholm’s contract
which commits to reduce
climate emissions, increase
innovation capacity and involve
citizens in the climate transition
work.

Stockholm mayor explained that
the city is currently running two
successful pilot projects for
carbon capture and biochar
production. According to mayor
König Jerlmyr, Stockholm is also
actively working towards a large-
scale plant by 2025.

The city also runs the Stockholm
Senseable Lab in close
collaboration with
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and KTH Royal
Institute of Technology,
combining research and cutting-
edge technology to produce new
knowledge and solutions in
sustainable urban development.
Stockholm has joined forces
with prestigious universities to
continue investigating new
aspects of smart cities, such as
multimodal transportation,
energy production and
efficiency, and environmental
monitoring.
Stockholm has a long history of
ambitious environment and
ecological policies, with its first
environment programme
adopted as early as 1976. Some
of the steps this Scandinavian
capital has taken in the area of
environmental protection later
served as examples that were
adopted by numerous cities.

Car pollutants are a big threat to
the climate: they cause
immediate and long-term effects
on the environment, such as
global warming, acid rain,
pollution and harming human
health. 
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According to its mayor, the city
of Stockholm will lead the green
transition and ensure that all
company vehicles are electric or
gas-powered. In addition, 100%
of parking spaces in the inner
city of Stockholm are set to have
charging facilities by 2030, as
well as 80% in the outer city.
To fight car pollution, Stockholm
conducted the Without the Car
project from April to June 2021.
21 test households from 12
neighboring municipalities took
up the challenge of testing car-
free everyday life. 
The test households agreed to
avoid using their car as far as
possible for the short car
journeys (less than 10 km)
during the test period and they
were instead given the
opportunity to use alternatives
such as electric bicycle. 
The purpose of the project was
to draw attention to alternatives
to cars in everyday life and to
inspire more people to break
their habitual car habits.

To continue with, researchers at
Stockholm University are also
working on a wide range of
challenges related to the climate
crisis by combining two of the
biggest topics of our time:
climate change and artificial
intelligence.
The emotional power of AI could
also lead to technologies that
help people connect to nature
and feel empathy with people
far away – or even with animal 

species. All in all, the positive
potential for this combination is
huge and Stockholm researches
keep investigating it. 

In 2020, as pandemic lockdowns
forced billions of people around
the world to become intimately
familiar with their
neighborhoods, one of the
hottest ideas in urban planning
was the concept of 15-minute
city. A vision for a decentralized
urban area that allows residents
to meet their daily needs within
a quarter-hour walk or bike from
their homes has been pursued
as a mean of cutting
greenhouse emissions and
boosting livability in many cities. 
Sweden went a step further and
presented the initiative which
allows local communities to
become co-architects of their
own streets’ layouts. Via
workshops and consultations,
residents can control how much
street space is used for parking,
or for other public uses. 
Stockholm’ four sites were the
first ones to start testing this
initiative. 

Unlike the 15-minute city
concept, Sweden’s one-minute
city model is not about meeting
the needs of all city residents at
a hyperlocal level — that would
overlook fundamentals like
public transit, job access, or
specialist health care. 

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/energetics/sweden-tests-life-without-cars/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/news/stockholm-university-researchers-to-create-a-more-sustainable-future/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/infrastructure/sweden-is-leaning-towards-1-minute-cities/
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Instead, the spaces just beyond
the doorstep are ideal places for
cities to start developing new,
more direct ways of engaging
with the public.

Investments for reducing
emissions at sea are being done
as well: sea port of Stockholm
continues investing in the
establishment of onshore power
electricity connections with the
goal of reducing emissions of air 
pollutants from ferries at the
quayside, 

together with Tallinn and
Helsinki. Ships operating on
routes between Stockholm and
Helsinki or Stockholm and
Tallinn already have access to
onshore power near the dock
areas.
Considering the improved air
quality and reduced noise
pollution, onshore power supply
is a great project for citizens,
visitors and ship operators. 

Stockholm: a smart and innovative city

Stockholm keeps on further
developing itself from smart to
even smarter city. What is more,
they offer advice to other cities
who wish to follow their positive
examples in the smart city
strategy. 

The crucial step to become even
smarter is to achieve the City’s
environmental goals, efficient
cooperation between
inhabitants, the private industry,
the public sector, and many
other players. Environmental
and information technology are
both key priorities in developing
a sustainable society.
Stockholm is growing rapidly
and enjoying a positive stage in
its development, where many
people are attracted to the city
to realize their dreams of a good
life. 

The high ambitions within the
area of climate and the
environment must be matched
by efforts for a socially cohesive
city.

The way forward to make
Stockholm a smarter and more
connected city is innovation,
openness and connectivity. 

One of the latest offered
services for the Stockholm
residents is a new city e-bike
sharing service implementation.
The e-bikes are linked to an
integrated management system
that claims to help reduce urban
clutter by enabling virtual
stations where vehicles can be
parked after rental.

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/energetics/important-investments-for-reducing-emissions/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/energetics/important-investments-for-reducing-emissions/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/energetics/important-investments-for-reducing-emissions/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/energetics/stockholm-is-implementing-a-new-city-e-bike-sharing-service/
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For Stockholm, which is
expected to be one of the
largest public e-bike sharing
service in Europe and among
the largest in the world, CityBike
Global has chosen Vaimoo as a
strategic partner for the
provision of smart electric bikes.
Already active in green mobility
capitals such as Copenhagen,
Rotterdam and the UK, Vaimoo
is supplying more than 5,100
smart e-bikes, entirely
developed and produced in Italy
and connected to CityBike’s
technology platform.

The introduction of the new e-
bike sharing service in the
Swedish capital will provide the
city with thousands of new
vehicles, which are both efficient
and sustainable due to the
recycled aluminium frame and
the fast swappable battery with
large capacity.
Available all year round, 24
hours a day, in station-based
mode, the e-bikes will be
connected to a flexible
management system that can be
integrated with existing systems
and will reduce urban clutter by
enabling virtual stations where
vehicles can be parked after
rental.

In September, Mayor Jerlmyr
attended the opening of the
Innovation and Sustainability
days in Skärholmen, where the
Plug and Play innovation lab is
located. 

The goal of Plug and Play is for
startup enterprises to
collaborate on the development
and deployment of new
technologies with investors and
established businesses. Plug
and Play innovation lab is the
world’s largest innovation
platform which started with its
first innovation lab in Silicon
Valley but has since expanded
to 45 different locations.
Mayor König Jerlmyr stated: “I
had the honor to kick-off the
innovation and sustainability
days in Skärholmen where the
Plug and Play’s new innovation
hub was inaugurated. The
innovation center in Skärholmen
will be the first in the Nordic
region and will increase the
attractiveness of the whole
southern Stockholm. Thanks to
investments such as Plug & Play,
the city further grows through
companies and people who
want to develop an innovative,
climate-smart and sustainable
Stockholm.”

Anna König Jerlmyr has also
opened a big gaming center in
the Swedish capital that aspires
to become Sweden's national e-
sports venue. The Space center,
which spans 7 stories and 7,500
square meters, is located at
Stockholm’s Sergels Torg and
will also feature an interactive
tribute exhibition dedicated to
famous Swedish DJ Avicii.

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/top-stories/mayor-konig-jerlmyr-attended-the-opening-of-the-innovation-and-sustainability-days-in-skarholmen/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/culture/one-of-the-worlds-largest-gaming-centers-opens-in-stockholm/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/culture/one-of-the-worlds-largest-gaming-centers-opens-in-stockholm/
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Citizens’ wellbeing is Stockholm’s
priority

“The opening of SPACE will be
part of the creative hub at
Sergels torg and the area will
combine gaming, music, e-
sports and “content creation” for
digital platforms with food and
drinks as well as areas for work, 

collaborations, meetings and
education. Here, everyone
should have a place to play and
develop digital skills regardless
of their background,” mayor
König Jerlmyr stated.

According to the annual study of
countries’ reputations, based on
a survey of citizens of G8
nations conducted by world’s
leading reputation data and
insights company RepTrak,
Sweden has claimed the number
one spot two years in a row
now. 

It is amazing that Stockholm is
helping their citizens to express
themselves and to make an
impact from an early age,
meaning that the City
encourages people to join
creative courses, share ideas
and build collaborative
environments in schools. The
main purpose is for them to see
that it’s not just about the work
one does as a single student,
but it’s about working in a
group, and how the group’s
combined efforts benefit their
ideas.
Stockholm also provides a
Young Entrepreneur program
running in schools where 

youngsters can create their own
company and can be judged to
be the best entrepreneur of the
school. The company only lasts
for one year, but the idea is to
foster a lifelong 

entrepreneurial mindset. “Many
policy-makers think creativity is
somehow separate from the
main academic subjects. But I
think that time will show
creativity is an asset we will all
need in the future, and that we
really have to cherish and value
it more”, said the mayor.
Having in mind that we live in a
fast-paced world with so many
possibilities, from digitalisation
to AI and IoT which allow us to
act so fastly, it is essential to
foster creativity,
entrepreneurship and that
sense of purpose in school. 

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/top-stories/stockholm-helping-its-citizens-to-make-an-impact-from-early-age/
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Certainly, the best example
where we could see all the
benefits of digitalisation and
possibilities that are available to
us is the coronavirus pandemic
and how fast the whole world
took all the advantages of it in a
short period of time.

“Think about sustainability and
the work of mitigating
emissions. It’s everything – it’s
for our children’s future, but it
also lets you find a purpose and
really make an impact. And as a
city, Stockholm can help do that
on a global scale”, said mayor
König Jerlmyr.

Mayor Jerlmyr was also focused
on young people’s mental
health, which she considers to
be one of the most important
issues of our time. 

Mayor König Jerlmyr has been
putting a lot of work into
innovation and sustainable
development ever since she
became mayor, and both have
progressively evolved into
Stockholm's trademarks. The
hard work that König Jerlmyr is
doing aims to provide
opportunities for all of the city's
residents to prosper and
improve their quality of life.

Ms König Jerlmyr is a prime
example of the mayor who

 seeks to show how her city can
rise to the unique challenges of
the present and thrive in the
post-pandemic world. 

Stockholm is a great place for
finding balance, meaning, and a
positive vision of the future – as
well as revealing how the city
can still improve, both by
learning from others and by
following its own ambitions.

In December, The Tim Bergling
Foundation and Avicii Arena co-
hosted a tribute event in
Stockholm called 'For A Better
Day'. It was held in honor of
Avicii and focused on young
people's mental health and the
stigma associated with it.

“While it is our political duty to
work for the mental health of
young people, it is up to all of us
to talk to each other, to open up
and tell how we feel, or to reach
out a helping hand to someone
we suspect is feeling bad,”
mayor Anna König Jerlmyr stated
following the event.

Conclusion

https://mayorsofeurope.eu/health-care/mayor-ko%cc%88nig-jerlmyr-mental-health-of-young-people-is-one-of-the-most-important-issues-of-our-time/
https://mayorsofeurope.eu/health-care/mayor-ko%cc%88nig-jerlmyr-mental-health-of-young-people-is-one-of-the-most-important-issues-of-our-time/
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“The balance between the city and the nature, as well as work-life
balance are the reasons why Stockholm is a special city to live and
work in”, says König Jerlmyr.

We are looking forward to seeing Stockholm go beyond the limits in
2022 as well and we cannot wait to see which other exciting projects
will mayor König Jerlmyr take on in the future.


